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AEF Blue Rotation Begins 


Holiday Softball Touney 
Softball fans, you’re in luck! There is a 
3-day tournament that starts today at 
the Tallil Softball field (near ESFS) and 
will continue through Sunday night. 
Games are an hour long or seven 
innings, whichever is shorter. Games 
will start at 6 a.m. with the last morn- 
ing game starting at 10 a.m. Games 
will resume at 5 p.m. and continue until 
dark. Bring your own chair and water. 
Call 573-1289 for information. 


REMINDER: Check Cashing 
To accommodate all personnel mailing 
packages home, Finance is increasing 
the check cashing limit to $100/week. 
Finance will also continue to cash 
checks for up to $500 for departing per- 
sonnel (PERSCO boarding pass is 
required). Finance will help accommo- 
date special circumstances on a case- 
by-case basis (via letter signed by the 
squadron commander). 


REMINDER: Chapel Services 
All chapel services will be held in the 
New Tallil Chapel, unless otherwise 
noted. Please check this weeks “IN 
BRIEF” section of the Zallil Times for 
details. 


Chapel Movie Night 

On Wednesday night, the Air Force 
chaplains will sponsor Movie Night. 
That’s right! The movie is free and 
open to all Tallil Personnel. The movie 
begins at 7 p.m. at the New Tallil 
Chapel in Tent City. 


FREE MAIL 

FREE MAIL is limited to personal let- 
ters or sound recorded correspondence 
(to include video tapes) weighing 13 
ounces or less. Remember to write 
"FREE MAIL" in the upper right hand 
comer of the envelope. All business 
correspondence (including bill pay- 
ments) must have proper postage 
affixed. Film and disposable cameras 
are no longer authorized for FREE 
MAIL. 


Oops! Our Bad 

In the June 27th issue of the Tallil 
Times, Lt. Col. Dave Ellis was quoted 
in the Warrior of the Week section as 
saying “He exemplifies the profession- 
alism and spirit that makes our flying 
unit best in Iraq.” The quote should 
have read “He exemplifies the profes- 
sionalism and spirit that makes our fly- 
ing units at Tallil the best in Iraq.” We 
regret the error. 





L) New arrivals signal 
the next generation of 
freedom warriors here 


By 2nd Lt. Gerardo Gonzalez 
407th AEG Chief of Public Affairs 


K ive lucky Air Force members 
stepped out of a C-130 air- 
craft here Monday to become the 
very first AEF Blue arrivals at 
Tallil Air Base. 

The Air Expeditionary Force 
“Blue” rotation is the first of two 
120-day tours designed to replace 
most of those who are still 
deployed supporting OIF and help 
normalize the AEF cycle. 

"I'm really glad to be here," said 
Tech. Sgt. Paul Carpenter, an air 
traffic controller from the 28th 
Operations Support Squadron at 
Ellsworth Air Force’ Base, 
S.D.,who was one of the first five 
airmen to arrive. "Iraq is pretty 
much what I expected, a little like 
Afghanistan hot, humid and 
dusty." 

As Tallil Air Base officials pre- 
pare for the arrival and departure 
of nearly 3,000 people within the 
next month, two base agencies 
will be the focal point for airmen 
who are both in-processing and 
out-processing, the Personnel 
Support for Contingency 
Operations section, better known 
as PERSCO, and the 407th 
Expeditionary Logistics Readiness 
Squadron. 

"Our main role is to maintain 
accountability of personnel," said 
Senior Master Sgt. Susan Baker, 
PERSCO team chief. "We have to 
see everybody before they leave 
and we have to see everybody as 
they land." 

While this may seem like a 
bureaucratic requirement, there's a 





A | DON’T THINK WE’RE IN SOUTH DAKOTA ANYMORE!: Tech. Sgt. Paul 
Carpenter steps off a plane Monday evening at Tallil Air Base to get his first glimpse 
of Iraq. Carpenter and five other airmen are the first arrivals for the AEF”Blue” rota- 


tions that began Tuesday. 


more important reason behind 
accurate accountability, Baker 
said. 

One event in particular, helped 
change the way the Air Force 
views personnel accountability— 


(USAF Photo by Master Sgt. Deb Smith) 


the 1996 bombing of Khobar 
Towers in Dhahran, Saudi 
Arabia. 

"When the Dhahran bombing 
happened, we didn't know where 
people were," Baker said about the 


Please turn to AEF Blue, Page 2 > 


YJ 





ror 
AEF Blue: Rotation 
process underway 


terrorist attack that killed 19 air- 
men. "There was a family who 
received a death notification—and 
the guy was not dead. So, if you 
don't check out with us, we still 
think you're sitting here." 
However, before troops—either 
coming or going—can go any- 
where, they’ll probably need a 
ride, and that task falls on the 
shoulders of the 407th ELRS. 
"We started working redeploy- 
ment about a month ago," said 


Fourth of July 


y signing the Declaration of 

Independence 227 years 

ago, our Founding Fathers 
embarked on a bold experiment in 
democracy, and committed our 
Nation to principles of freedom. 
These principles define who we 
are as Americans, and have with- 
stood many challenges in the years 
since. 

On the eve of World War II, 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
shared his vision for the world: 
"Freedom means the supremacy of 
human rights everywhere. Our 
support goes to those who struggle 
to gain those rights or keep them. 

Our strength is in our unity of 
purpose. To that high concept there 
can be no end save victory." 

In celebrating our freedom, we are 
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Capt. Gary Jackson, 407th ELRS 
commander. "The plan is to have a 
just-in-time rotation." 

Thirteen rotator flights have 
been contracted to move Air Force 
people in and out of Iraq in July, 
the commander said. The rotators 
themselves, however, will not fly 
into Iraq but arrive and depart from 
another designated base within the 
Southwest Asian theater. 

Dedicated C-130s will shuttle 
people to and from the rotator 
base, Jackson said. The C-130s 
will depart Tallil and deliver 
departing troops about 4 to 5 hours 
before the rotator leaves, and on 
the same trip, it will pick up those 


Message from 


reminded that it comes with a 
price: 

Today, brave and_ selfless 
Americans continue to serve, and 
at times give their lives for the 
cause of freedom, far from the 
hometown parades and fireworks 
that mark this special day. We con- 
tinue to fight the terrorists who 
would replace freedom with fear, 
and we are resolved that the out- 
come will be victory. 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff and I 
thank you for your dedicated ser- 
vice. You can take great pride in all 
you do to protect the principles of 
freedom upon which our great 
Nation was built. 


Gen. Richard B. Myers, USAF 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 





This funded newspaper is a duly 


who are inbound and bring them 
back to Tallil. 

"This is a unique process," 
Jackson said. "Normally we have 
rotators coming into the actual 
base." 

Not all future rotator aircraft 
have been loaded into the comput- 
er system used for booking flights, 
Jackson said. 

"We can only book on rotators 
that are available," he said. "If it's 
not there, then I can't move you on 
that date. 

"Right now the toughest chal- 
lenge is to be able to accommodate 
everybody that needs to go on the 
specific date that they request." 


the Chaiman 


or can be sent directly to the 


Col. Lawrence M. Larsen, USA 
171st ASG Commander 


authorized publication for mem- 
bers of the U.S. military serving 
in Iraq. Contents of the TALLIL 
TIMES are not necessarily the 
views of, or endorsed by the U.S. 
Government, the Department of 
Defense, or the Department of 
the Air Force or the Department 
of the Army. 


The editorial content is edited, 
prepared and provided by the 
Tallil Air Base Public Affairs 
office. All photographs are Air 
Force photographs unless other- 
wise indicated. 


Sports Editor, In Briefs Editor 


Spc. Ryan D. Wilson, USA 


General Assignment Reporter 


The TALLIL TIMES accepts sto- 
ries, photographs and commen- 
taries, which may be submitted 
to the PA staff located in the 
Wing Operations Center (WOC), 


newspaper at 
tallil.times@tlab.aorcentaf.af. 
mil. 


Deadline for submission is 2:00 
p.m. Thursday the week before 
publication. All submissions are 
edited for content and Air Force 
journalistic style. Submission of 
articles and photos does not 
guarantee publication. The edi- 
tor reserves the right to publish, 
reject and edit all news stories in 
accordance with the TALLIL 
TIMES editorial policy.For more 
information, visit the PA office 
located in the WOC or call at 
459-0014 or e-mail the editorial 
staff at 407.pa@tlab.aor- 
centaf.af.mil. 





All people scheduled to depart 
in the AEF rotation should be 
working through their respective 
unit redeployment manager, 
Jackson said. 

"URM's are the one voice of the 
squadron," Jackson said. "They're 
the conduits to get all the reserva- 
tions made and get all that passen- 
ger information to each one of the 
individuals in his unit." 

And as airmen begin to leave 
Tallil within the next few weeks, 
Jackson said there’s only piece of 
advice he has to offer. 

"Flexibility is the key." 


Fourth of July 
Fast Facts 


Take a look at this list of very 
special 4th of July events: 


1801 - The first public Fourth of 
July reception at the White House 
occured 


1804 - The first Fourth of July 
celebration west of the Mississippi 
occured at Independence Creek 
and was celebrated by Meriwether 
Lewis and William Clark 


1805- Boston has its first fire- 
works display. 


1884 - The formal presentation of 
the Statue of Liberty takes place in 
the Gauthier workshop in Paris 


1887 - First Fourth of July cele- 
bration in Yellowstone National 
Park takes place 


1912 - The new national flag with 
48 stars is "formally and officially 
endowed" 


1926 - The 150th Anniversary of 
the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence takes place through- 
out the nation 


1960 - The 50th-star American 
flag waves for the first time as 
Hawaii is given statehood 


1976 - The nation's Bicentennial 
occurs. 


Source: U.S. National Archives 





IN BRIEF 


All times are local. 


Catholic 

Daily Mass 

Mon, Wed, Fri 6 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel 
Vigil Mass 

Saturday, 6 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel 
Sunday Mass 

Sunday, 8 a.m., 407th AEG Chapel 
Sunday, 9:30 a.m., LSA Adder Chapel 
Thursday 

RCIA/Adult Ed., 6:30 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel 
POC: Ch. Fitz-Patrick, 459-0038 


Protestant 

Traditional 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m., 407th AEG Chapel 
Contemporary 

Sunday, 7 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel 
Gospel Service 

11:45 a.m. - 1:30 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel 
POC: Ch. Collins, 459-0038 


Latter Day Saints 

Lay-Led Service 

Sunday, 2 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel 

Gospel Study 

Thursday, 7 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Annex 
POC: Staff Sgt. Hager, 573-1107 


Jewish 

Lay-Led Service 

Friday, 6 p.m., 407th AEG ESFS Compound (BDOC) 
POC: Ch. Collins, 459-0038 


Muslim 

Prayer 

Daily, 12:30 p.m., LSA Adder Chapel 
Daily, Sunset, LSA Adder Chapel 


Bible Studies 

Women’s Bible Study 

Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., USAF Post Office 
Men's Bible Study 

Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel 
Protestant Bible Study 

Friday, 7:30 p.m., USAF Post Office 
Catholic Bible Study 

Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., Chapel Tent, open to all who are 
interested in the Catholic faith 

God's Purpose for You 

Fridays, 7:30 p.m., USAF Post Office 


Chapel Movie Night 

On Wednesday nights, the Air Force chaplains will sponsor 
Movie Night. The movie is free and open to all Tallil 
Personnel. The movie begins at 7 p.m. in the new 407th 
AEG chapel, located in the center of Tent City. 


U.S. Army Worship Services 


Catholic 

Sunday Mass 

Sunday, 8 a.m., 407th AEG Chapel 
Sunday, 9:30 a.m., Community Chapel 
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Wednesday Mass 
Wednesday, 6 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel 
POC: Ch. Fitz-Patrick, 459-0038 


Protestant 

36th EN Group 

Sunday, 8:30 a.m.,8 p.m., 36th EN Briefing Tent 
Bible Study, Wednesday, 8 p.m., 36 EN Briefing Tent 
Bible Study, Friday, 8 p.m., 109th EN BN DFAC Area 
POC: Ch. Bedsole, 573-1078 


1/293rd IN 
Sunday, 10 a.m., See Ch. Nedza for location 
Bible Study Nightly, 9 p.m., See Ch. Nedza for location 


63rd Signal Battalion 
Daily Devotional, 12 p.m., Main Building 
POC: Ch. Addams, 833-1032 


92nd Engineer Battalion 

Sunday, 9 a.m., See Ch. Min. 

Wednesday, 8 p.m., See Ch. Min. 

Black Diamond Bible Study, 6 a.m. See Ch. Min. 
POC: Ch. Min, 573-1231 


171st ASG 

Friday, 10 a.m., Community Chapel 

Sunday, | p.m., (Gospel) Community Chapel 

Sunday, 8 a.m., and 8 p.m., 86th CSH 

Wednesday, Bible Study, 8 p.m. Chaplain’s Office 

Tues - Thurs, Praise and Prayer, 8 p.m. Chaplains Office 
POC: Ch. Addams, 833-1032 


189th Combat Support Battalion 

Sunday, 9 a.m., “GO Chapel” 

Tuesday, Choir Practice, 8 p.m., “GO Chapel” 
Wednesday, Bible Study, 8 p.m., “GO Chapel” 
Thursday, Bible Alive, 8:30 p.m., “GO Chapel” 
POC: Ch. Young, 573/1288/1289 


450th Movement Control Battalion 

Sunday, 10 a.m., North end of main building 
Thursday, Bible Study, North end of main building 
POC: Ch. Souter, 833-1005 


Various Faiths 

Sunday 

Sunday, 9 a.m., ROK Army Chapel 

Sunday, 9 a.m., ROK Army Chapel 

Sunday, 9:30 a.m., (Catholic Service) ROK Army Chapel 
Sunday, 9:30 a.m., (Buddhist Service) ROK Army Chapel 
Daily, Morning Prayer, 4:30 a.m., ROK Army Chapel 
POC:Ch. Lee, 573-1227 


Latter Day Saints 

Sunday 

Sunday, 2 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Tent 
Gospel Study 

Thursday, 7 p.m., 407th AEG Chapel Annex 
POC: Staff Sgt. Hager, 573-1107 


Jewish 

Lay-Led Service 

Friday, 6 p.m., 407th AEG ESFS Compound (BDOC) 
POC: Ch. Collins, 459-0038 


Prayer 
Daily, 12:30 p.m., 63rd Signal Battalion 
Daily, Sunset, 63rd Signal Battalion 
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Do not use workplace phones for morale call purposes. 


Speed limits on base are 30km/18mph during the day and 
10km/6mph at night. Helmets are required in all tactical 
All-Terrain Vehicles (ATV’s) and “Gators.” 


Run Routes 

Running in groups of two or larger is authorized in two 
locations: from the BX/PX parking lot and off the main 
gate road toward the burn pit. The required uniform is T- 
shirt and shorts or pants. Running is not authorized on 
any other road. 


Ammunition Storage 

The 38th Ordnance Group provides ammunition storage 
for units on Tallil Air Base. Contact Mr. Matheson at 573- 
1258 for more information. 


Unexploded Ordnance 

Do not touch unexploded ordnance. Do not travel off the 
hardpack except in areas cleared by EOD. There are still 
thousands of UXO on this base. Army - Report all UXO 
to "Bomber Base" on tactical radios or call 573-1074. Air 
Force - Report all UXO to "Command Post" on the CC 
Net or call the Command Post at 459-0000 or EOD at 459- 
0108/9. 


Liggurat of Ur 
Visits to the Ziggurat require a pass. For information, U.S. 
Army personnel may call 573-1107. 


Air Force Services has expanded its tour schedule to 
include 2 afternoon visits to the Ziggurat. For info, please 
call the Air Force Rec Tent at 459-0121. The schedule now 
looks like this: 


Saturdays, Tuesdays, Thursdays: 
10 a.m. (show time of 9:30 a.m. at the Rec Tent) 


Sundays and Wednesdays: 
2 p.m. (show time of 1:30 p.m. at the Rec Tent) 


Bring helmet, flack jacket and weapon. 


AAFES BX/PX 


AAFES hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 


NOTICE 


To help everyone get the most out of their facilities and stay 
good neighbors, the Tallil Times reminds all readers that 
each MKT, dining hall, shower tent, latrine tent and morale 
tent is specially sited, stocked and serviced for certain num- 
bers of people in a certain area. These amenities work well 
if only those people use them, but additional people rapidly 
use up whatever food, water and “stuff’ were planned for 
the intended users. If you aren’t among the intended users, 
you take away from those who are and in the long run hurt 
that unit’s ability to properly serve their people. Help oth- 
ers and yourself to have enough when you need it. 


y, 


a 
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Hardships Affect Mobilization Length 


LI Case-by-case evaluation 
of hardships assist returning 
Guard and Reserve members 


by 2nd Lt. Lance Patterson 
Air Force Reserve Command Public Affairs 


obilized reservists may request to 
NM remain on or get off active duty 


because of personal or financial hard- 
ship caused by mobilization, early deactivation 
or demobilization. 

“We look at each situation, whether it’s a 
request to remain mobilized or a request to 
demobilize early,” said Col. Mike Cleveland, 
director of personnel at Air Force Reserve 
Command headquarters here. “Our goal is to 
return airmen back to the same position of 
civilian life they had before being mobilized.” 

For example, a C-130 Hercules pilot was 
mobilized in December 2001, and discovered 
she was pregnant in February 2002. She was 
grounded from flying status until after her 
delivery date. After coordination, she was 
allowed to serve on non-flying status in her 
unit as a traditional reservist. 

The outcome satisfied the needs of a “very 
valuable member” of AFRC and at the same 
time satisfied the requirements of her unit, 
Cleveland said. Also, the Air Force kept a fully 
trained C-130 pilot and saved more than $1 
million by not having to train another person to 
take her place. 

Circumstances that may prevent an individ- 
ual from returning to civilian status also are 
considered in hardship requests. 

“Reservists with approved cases may be 
retained for a period up to but not exceeding 
the original activation period,” said Paul 
Clement. He is the personnel readiness opera- 
tions branch chief for the command. 

For example, a staff sergeant was mobilized 
in November 2001 for 12 months but was iden- 
tified for early demobilization. This would 
have caused a major financial hardship for his 
family because his wife had a life-threatening 
health problem and was unable to obtain health 
insurance. 

After being activated, Tricare Prime would 
pay for a medical procedure to correct his 
wife’s condition. Remaining activated meant 
his wife’s follow-up visits would be covered. 
In another case, an airman withdrew from col- 
lege because he expected to be mobilized for a 


year. After being mobilized for 55 days, he was 
told he was being demobilized and could not 
get back into school until the following fall. He 
was allowed to remain mobilized until just 
before classes started. 

The hardship application process starts at 
unit military personnel flights and 1s processed 
through the numbered air force. Reservists 
should provide a detailed explanation of the 
hardship, Clement said. Supporting documen- 
tation may include leave and earning state- 
ments, and statements by employers, doctors, 
judge advocate generals, chaplains and credi- 
tors. 

Reasons for requesting a hardship to stay on 
active duty include: 

— Individuals nullify a civilian-employment 
contract to come on active duty for 12 months 
and are scheduled for deactivation after 60 to 
90 days without prospect for a new employ- 
ment contract until six months after release. 
— Physicians sell their medical practice 
believing they would be on active duty for at 
least 12 months. 

— Individuals are laid off by an employer 
while activated. 

— Owners sign their private business over to 
another individual for the 12 months they were 
activated. 

— Full-time students withdraw from college 
when mobilized for 12 months but are notified 
to demobilize early. 

Other circumstances may exist that could also 
be considered. 

However, hardship requests cannot be 
based on problems that existed before activa- 
tion, such as the individual being unemployed 
before mobilization. Reservists also cannot 
request a hardship because they can make 
more money on active duty than in a civilian 
job or ask to stay on active duty to gain eligi- 
bility for entitlements. 

Reservists and their commanders, first 
sergeants and supervisors can get more details 
about hardship waivers from their servicing 
personnel flight. 

“Preplanning and anticipation of a potential 
hardship ahead of the demobilization date will 
ensure the member submits the request, has it 
processed and knows the results in a timely 
manner,” Clement said. (Courtesy of AFRC 
News Service) 


Unapproved Food 
Sources Risky Chow 


by Capt. Ronald L. Burke 
Veterinarian, 72nd Medical Detachment (VS) 


While you may be tired of MREs and 
cake that comes from a can, you can rest 
assured that what ever may be on the 
menu is at least safe to eat—unlike what 
you'll find outside the wire from the 
locals. 

The food and ice sold by Iraqi locals 
has not been inspected and can pose seri- 
ous risk to your health. For example, ice 
that is sold by local vendors along the 
roadside has tested positive for coliform 
bacteria, specifically E. coli. Even if 
you use the ice simply to cool your 
drinks, you still run the risk of becoming 
ill. 

Remember that food vendors and 
restaurant employees are not tested for 
Hepatitis A, and are not required to wash 
their hands or wear sterile gloves when 
serving food. 

It is also a violation of policy and 
published order to purchase ice, beer, or 
any other food items from unapproved 
food sources. Both CFLCC and V Corps 
have a strict ban on local food procure- 
ment. It’s not a suggestion—it’s an 
order. Supply channels are improv- 
ing and ice from approved sources is 
starting to arrive. 

While you may be hungry for some- 
thing different to eat, it’s not worth 
becoming ill—or UCMJ punishment. 


“Thus may the 4th of July, 
that glorious and ever mem- 
orable day, be celebrated 
through America, by the 
sons of freedom, from age 
to age till time shall be no 
more. Amen and Amen." 


—The Virginia Gazette 
Printed July 18th, 1777 
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Army ORBs Now Online 


By Shannon Brown 


Chief of U.S. Army PERSCOM Information 


Officers have a new capability to check their 
personnel information online. 

MyORB is a Web-based solution that 
enables active-duty officers to access, view 
and download their information within sec- 
onds using their Army Knowledge Online 
user name and password. 

In the past, officers had to visit their local 
personnel service unit to get a copy of their 
Officer Record Brief. Active-duty officers 
can access their ORB via the Internet. If cor- 
rections or updates are required, officers can 
then contact their local Personnel Servicing 
Battalion for assistance. 

An ORB contains information considered 


by promotion boards and assignment officers 
such as assignment history, education, 
awards and decorations, special skills or 
qualifications and previous promotions. It is 
produced from data stored in the U.S. Total 
Army Personnel Command database. 

Officers should “aggressively” update 
their ORB early in the promotion selection 
process and once every year as a minimum, 
according to the Officer Record Briefs and 
Officer Promotion section of the PERSCOM 
Homepage. 


Words for Warriors 


“We hold these truths to be self- 
evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights, that among 
these are life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. 


That to secure these rights, gov- 
ernments are instituted among 
men, deriving their just powers 
from the consent of the gov- 
erned. 


That whenever any form of gov- 
ernment becomes destructive of 
these ends, it is the right of the 
people to alter or to abolish it, 
and to institute new govern- 
ment, laying its foundation on 
such principles and organizing 
its powers in such form, as to 
them shall seem most likely to 
effect their safety and happi- 
ness.” 


The Declaration of Independence 
of the 13 United States of America, 


410th AEW File Photo by Master Sgt. Deb Smith 
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Navy Commissions 
New Aircraft Carrier 


Ronald Reagan (CVN 76) 


Department of Defense News Release 


The Navy’s newest nuclear-powered air- 
craft carrier Ronald Reagan (CVN 76) will 
be commissioned Saturday, July 12, 2003, 
during an 11 a.m. EDT ceremony at 
Norfolk Naval Station, Va.. 

Vice President Richard Cheney will 
deliver the ceremony’s principal address. 
Nancy Reagan, wife of the ship’s namesake, 
will serve as ship’s sponsor. In the time hon- 
ored Navy tradition, she will give the order 
to "man our ship and bring her to life!" 

Capt. J. W. Goodwin of Dublin, Ga., is 
the first commanding officer of a ship named 
to honor America’s 40th president Ronald 
Reagan who was born in Tampico, Ill., Feb. 
6,1911. With acrew of more than 5,500 
men and women, including embarked air 
wing personnel, Ronald Reagan will be 
homeported in San Diego as a member of the 
U.S. Pacific Fleet. 

Construction of the ninth Nimitz class 
ship took place at Northrop Grumman 
Newport News,Va., starting with the ship’s 
keel laying Feb. 12, 1998, and christening 
Mar. 4, 2001. 

Ronald Reagan towers 20 stories above 
the waterline, displaces approximately 
95,000 tons of water, has a flight deck width 
of 252 feet, and at 1,092 feet long, is nearly 
as long as the Empire State Building is tall. 
This floating airfield has a flight deck that 
covers 4.5 acres. Reagan’s two nuclear reac- 
tors are capable of more than 20 years of 
continuous service without refueling, pro- 
viding virtually unlimited range and 
endurance, and a top speed in excess of 30 
knots. 

The ship will support a wide variety of 
aircraft, including the F/A-18 Hornet and 
F/A-18 Super Hornet strike fighters, the F- 
14 Tomcat fighter, the E-2 Hawkeye air- 
borne early warning aircraft, the C-2 
Greyhound logistics aircraft, the S-3 Viking 
anti-submarine aircraft, the EA-6 Prowler 
electronic warfare aircraft and the multi-role 
SH-60 and MH-60 helicopters. 

Plans are in progress to broadcast the cer- 
emony live by satellite, live to on-site media, 
and live via streaming video to the web, 
through the Naval Media Center. Satellite 
coordinates will be available in early July. 
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BAGGIN’ SOM 
insect trap near the Wing Operations Center on W ednesday. "EG ae 
noticed a significant increase in the number of sandflies around Tallil Air 
(USAF Photo by Master Sgt. Deb Smith) 





s have 
Base. 


Leishmaniasis Still Got You 
Bugged? Protect Yourself: 


> Use a net to cover your bed or cot. Treat your be net 
and uniform items with permethrin (yellow aerosol can 
with green lid). Concentrate the spray around cuffs, 
arms, collars, legs and the waist areas of the uniform. 


> Do not treat undergarments or hats. 


> Do not use permethrin on skin. 


> Wear DEET repellent during outdoor activities at night. 


» Know that the sandflies’ most active feeding time is 
between midnight and 4 a.m. 

















FOLLOW THAT STORY... 


KEEPING TRACK OF CONTINUING TALLIL NEWS 


Leishmaniasis Still Valid 
Concern For Tallil Troops 





L) Sandfly population 
increasing, so is risk 
for bites and infection 


By Master Sgt. Deb Smith 


Editor Tallil Times 
Ij ) by both Army and Air Force 

Public Health units, 
Leishmaniasis still remains a valid 
concern for service members sta- 
tioned at Tallil Air Base and its sur- 
rounding camps. Recently, base 
entomologists have seen a signifi- 
cant increase in the number of phle- 
botomine sandflies on base, and that 
means an increased potential for 
individuals to be bit and possibly 
infected. 

“In the past two weeks alone, 
we’ve seen the number of flies 
found at our collection points go 
from approximately 60 per trap to 
more than 100,” said medical ento- 
mologist Maj. Douglas Burkett, 
Ph.D., of the 407th EMEDS. “And 
that’s a lot.” 

According to Burkett, the 
increase could be a normal seasonal 
variation. He also said that while 
research indicates that hot summer 
months normally keep the sandfly 
population down, the numbers at 
Tallil have actually increased. He 
admits that the phenomenon has 
also left him and others scratching 
their heads for a more concrete 
cause. 

“We really don’t completely 
understand why there has been such 
a surge in the number of flies,” he 
said. “But we’re hoping that with 
consistent nightly fogging, as well 
as residual spraying inside living 
areas, we can at least kill off the 
older flies—the ones most likely to 
be infected and transmit the disease 
to humans.” 



































espite nightly fogging efforts 


In the laboratory, sandflies can 
live up to 3 months, but out in the 
environment, Burkett suggests their 
life span may be considerably short- 
er, which along with time, may help 
control further population 
advances. 

“We will most likely continue to 
see a healthy number of sandflies 
through December when it will then 
drop off,” he said. “After that, the 
night air will be far too cool for 
them to feed and reproduce until 
around March.” 

Burkett also says that part of the 
difficulties that he and other ento- 
mologists are encountering in gath- 
ering data on the phenomenon is the 
fact that sandflies live either under- 
ground or in areas that are particu- 
larly challenging for sample collec- 
tion. 

According to a recent World 
Health Organization report, the 
female sandfly lays its eggs “in the 
burrows of certain rodents, in the 
bark of old trees, in ruined build- 
ings, in cracks in house walls , and 
in household rubbish, as it is in such 
environments that larvae will find 
the organic matter, heat and humid- 
ity they need to survive.” 

For a long time, little was known 
about the transmission cycles of the 
disease, but over the last few years, 
field research and the application of 
molecular biology have enabled 
substantial progress. Burkett says 
that surveillance and control of the 
sandfly population is a joint effort 
on behalf of the Army and Air Force 
and that a new diagnostic station 
that will provide important data on 
the actual number of infected flies 
is nearing operation. 

”We’ ll know if our control efforts 
are successful if the percentage of 
the number of infected flies goes 
down, sad Burkett. “But until we 
know for sure, service members 
need to take preventive measures.” 
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) and Col. John M. Dobbins (right) cut the ceremonial ribbon to officially dedicate the 


new Tallil Air Base passenger terminal to Spc. Edward John Anguiano, the last missing U.S. soldier in lrag. (USAF Photo by 2nd Lt. Gerardo Gonzalez) 


By 2nd Lt. Gerardo Gonzalez 
Chief of Public Affairs, 407th AEG 


hen soldiers delivered him 
WW: Tallil Air Base on April 
3 to be sent back to the United 
States, he was simply an unknown 
soldier whose body had been 
recovered in An Nasirtyah. 

But, most people know the 
name of Army Sgt. Edward John 
Anguiano as base officials dedicat- 
ed the Tallil Air Base passenger 
terminal to his memory during a 
formal opening of the building. 

Anguiano was the last U.S. sol- 
dier listed as missing in action dur- 
ing the major conflict in Operation 
Iraqi Freedom and it was here 
where airmen of the 407th 
Expeditionary Logistics Readiness 
Squadron transferred his remains 
back to the United States. 

"I won't forget the night when 
they brought (him) in," said Senior 
Master Sgt. Keith Wilson, Air 
Terminal Operations Center super- 


intendent. "But at the time, we did- 
n't even know who he was. We 
just knew it was an American sol- 
dier." 

Wilson, along with Tech. Set. 
Mathew Ruiz, ATOC crew chief, 
volunteered to carry Anguiano into 
the C-17 airlift aircraft whose orig- 
inal mission was cancelled so it 
could transport the remains home. 

"They asked for volunteers to 
carry (him) into the plane..." Ruiz 
said. "And right away I said 'T'll do 
it." 

"Sergeant Ruiz and myself kind 
of felt a sense of bonding with him 
while he was here," Wilson said. 
"It touched us all. We just felt a 
sense of getting him home to his 
family." 

However, it was barely a month 
later, after reading a newspaper, 
that Wilson and Ruiz, both 
Reservists from the 82nd Aerial 
Port Squadron at Travis Air Force 
Base, Calif., discovered the identi- 
ty of the soldier they helped send 


home. 

"When I found out who he was 
it made it (the event) even sadder," 
Ruiz said. 

"IT mainly thought about his 
family" said Wilson. "It made me 
feel good that we did that for the 
family who was missing their son." 

But the idea of creating a 
memorial to remember Anguiano’s 
sacrifice came to Wilson when he 
heard about the acquisition of the 
new building and opening of a new 
base passenger terminal. 

"I spoke to a couple of people 
and mentioned that maybe it 
would be a good gesture to dedi- 
cate it to someone," he said. 

"Immediately he (Anguiano) 
came to my mind." 

"This guy died for us ... he laid 
the ground work for us to be in 
here," said Wilson, about 
Anguiano who was a mechanic 
traveling with the Army's 507th 
Maintenance Company near Tallil 
Air Base when he was killed as a 


result of an enemy ambush. 

"It's just a small token of our 
appreciation for what he did and 
his sacrifice," Wilson said. 


FALLEN HERO: Army _ Sot. 
Edward John Anguiano, the last 
missing soldier in Iraq, lost his 
life in southern Iraq while he was 
traveling with the Army's 507th 
Maintenance Company, which 
was ambushed on March 23 on 


the outskirts of Nasiriyah. 








We want to see Tallil Air Base 
and the surrounding areas 
from the inside out and we 
need your help. If you’ve got 
a digital camera, then we 
want to talk to you! 


Send us your best digital 
photo for the week and we'll 
chose the top shots to be 
published in the next Tallil 
Times. 


When submitting photos, 
make sure they are of rea- 
sonable quality, and are ina 
jpg or .gif format. Next, 
make sure you provide us 
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with an accurate description 
of the event and COMPLETE 
names of all persons pic- 
tured. 


Photos without complete 
information cannot be consid- 
ered. Photos must be in 
good taste and not compro- 
mise safety or security in any 
manner. 


If you have questions, please 
contact the Public Affairs 
Office at DSN 459-0014 or 
send your questions directly 
to tallil.times@tlab.aor- 
centaf.af.mil 


—Give Us Your— 





STRIPING IT RICH: Staff Sgt. Michael 
Bennett of the 407th Chapel Team sits atop an 
abandoned Iraqi tank at Tallil Air Base. Bennett 
scored a set of new Tech. Sgt. stripes after test- 
ing only once. (USAF Photo by Master Sgt. Deb 











CUTTING EDGE: Senior Airman Richard 
Norwoody watches the edge of his concrete saw 
as he and members of the 1st Expeditionary RED 
HORSE group begin repairs on the runway at 
Tallil. (USAF Photo by Master Sgt. Deb Smith) 








Air Force Services has expanded 
its tour schedule to include 2 
afternoon visits to the Ziggurat of 
Ur. For info, please call the Air 


Force Rec Tent at 459-0121. 


Sundays, Tuesdays, Thursdays: 
10 a.m. (show time of 9:30 a.m. at 
the Rec Tent) 

Sundays and Wednesdays: 

2 p.m. (show time of 1:30 p.m. at the 
Rec Tent) 





7/2/2003 - DALLAS, Texas (AFPN) -- Delays 
in getting certified fabric have backed up pro- 
duction of selected Air Force and Army option- 
al uniforms. 

Those items include Air _ Force 
polyester/wool blend shirts and blouses, poly- 
ester slacks and skirts, mess dress uniforms and 
officer service coats sold through the Army and 
Air Force Exchange Service. 

The shortages are expected to continue 
through fall, AAFES officials said. 

Lengthened delivery times on certified fab- 
rics have caused the shortage. Burlington 
Industries, the sole certified manufacturer of 
nearly every fabric used in military uniforms, 
has been reorganizing under Chapter 11 during 
the past year. 

As part of their reorganization plan, they 
have become a "made-to-order" supplier, caus- 
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AAFES Waiting on Uniform Fabric 


ing fabric-delivery times to increase from five- 
to-six weeks to six months or more. There is 
now a four-to-five month gap in the pipeline, 
officials said. 

Uniforms produced by Army and Air Force- 
certified manufacturers with certified fabrics 
are the only uniforms sold in military clothing 
sales stores. AAFES is not authorized to use 
other fabrics or purchase optional uniforms 
from companies that do not meet approved sup- 
plier requirements, AAFES officials said. 

AAFES officials continue to work with the 
Air Force and Army clothing and textile offices 
to find additional manufacturers to supply cer- 
tified fabric, officials said. In the meantime, 
military clothing sales store workers are mov- 
ing merchandise to different stores to meet the 
immediate needs of military members. 
(Courtesy of AAFES) 


407th AEG Warrior of the Week 


XY Name: Airman 1st Class Cassidy Drake 


=] a = 
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Occupation: 1C051, Airfield 
WWiFelarete[sYan(=\almes)alli@eye) l=) avdi-ie)s 


Unit: 407th EOSS 


Why Other Warriors Say He’s a 
Warrior:’Airman 1st Class Drake has 
initiative; he’s tenacious and always 
strives to do the job the right way the first 
time around. He firmly believes that 
mediocracy is unacceptable and demon- 
strates that daily by giving 150 percent. 
Tales)ave)aem (altcwrel | aantslaMmiswm eX>/ace)saalialem- lars! 


level expected of a Master Sgt.” 
Master Sgt. Garic R. Watson 
407th EOSS First Sgt. 


Most Memorable Air Force 
Experience: Coming here to be a part 
of Operation Iraqi Freedom and meeting 
lots of great people here in Iraq. 


Hobbies:Karate. He runs a karate 
Yo} aTole) m=] ale at=\swr- eo) iam (>1e] n=l @) f= (01 
belt. 


Family: Keelee (wife) , McKayla (6), 
NF-l-Yol aim cop r=lare Mm \Vielcer-lamm @imanre)aliay) 
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Sports Shorts 


By: Sergeant Ist Class Steve Miller, USA 
203rd Military Intelligence Battalion, 
Tallil Times Sports Editor 


Tennis: In this first Pete Sampras-less 
Wimbledon tournament in 15 years, 
young, hard-serving Andy Roddick and 
Andre Agassi are the only American men 
left in the quarterfinals. Agassi battled 
back, after losing the first set, to beat 
Egypt's Younes El Aynaoui 5-7, 6-4, 7- 
6(4), 7-6(4) to get to the round of 16. 
Serena Williams, Venus Williams, 
Jennifer Capriati, and Lindsay Davenport 
are the only American survivors in the 
women's quarterfinal bracket. 


Golf: Fred Couples ended a five-year, 
87-tournament winless drought by win- 
ning the Shell Houston Open and 
$810,000 with a 21-under 267. 


Soccer: Striker Thierry Henry scored 
the only goal as France beat Cameroon 1- 
0 in the championship game of the 
Confederations Cup Tournament played 
in France. The game was preceded by an 
emotional tribute to Cameroon's mid- 
fielder, Marc-Vivien Foe, who tragically 
collapsed and died during their semifinal 
win over Columbia. Turkey defeated 
Columbia, 2-1, in the consolation game to 
finish in third place. 


Cycling: Defending champion Lance 
Armstrong of the U.S.A. is seeking a 
record fifth consecutive victory in this 
year's 100th Tour de France that ends on 
July 27. 


Basketball: As expected for months, 
the Cleveland Cavaliers made Le Bron 
James, a 6'8" high school standout from 
nearby Akron, Ohio, the number one 
overall selection in the NBA player draft. 
The anticipated saviour and restorer of 
Cleveland's basketball fortunes has 
already signed a seven-year, $90,000,000 
shoe contract with Nike. Detroit picked 
Darko Milicic from Serbia-Montenegro 
as the second pick in the draft and Denver 
got Carmelo Anthony of NCAA champi- 
on Syracuse, with their third round pick. 


Editor s Note: The staff of the Tallil Times wishes Sgt. 
Ist Class Steve Miller and Spc. Ryan Wilson well on 
their assignment to Baghdad. We appreciate their 
dedication to this publication and to the joint public 
affairs mission. God bless. You made a difference! 
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Army Deployments Affect 
Women’s Tackle Football 


By Spc. Bill Putman 
U.S. Army Community and Family Support Center 


WASHINGTON (Army News Service, July 2, 
2003) -- When Rachel Madden learned her 
Junction City, Kan., football team wasn't going 
to play it's inaugural season she was, to say the 
least, a little heartbroken. 

Of the 35 players on her team, 20 are active- 
duty soldiers and Army reservists based at near- 
by Fort Riley, said Madden, the team owner. 

To make matters worse, her head coach, 
Chief Warrant Officer Shawn Adolphus was 
sent to Iraq too, said Madden. 

The opening game of the Junction City 
Cavalry's inaugural season was supposed to 
happen April 12, then the call-ups started in 
March. 

The war, she said, "kind of took that away, 
but we're definitely going to play in 2004." 

The Cavalry are one of 30 teams in the 
National Women's Football Association, a 
league of tackle football teams that was found- 
ed in the fall of 2000 in Nashville, Tenn., by 
Catherine Masters. 

Spread all over the country, the league offers 
women a chance to play tackle football -- an 
opportunity they never had in high school, said 
Masters during a phone interview. Taking 
advantage of the opportunity to coach or play 
are soldiers in the National Guard, Army 
Reserve and regular Army. A retired master 
sergeant is also an assistant coach for a team in 
Washington, D.C. 

Masters said she's always considered herself 
a football fan, and after 25 years in sports mar- 
keting, she considered tackle football "a last 
bastion for sports for women" and wanted to fill 
the void. 

"I thought it would be fun to see if I could 
put it together," she said. 

The response at the first tryouts for the 
Nashville team was incredible, she said. Over 
300 women of all ages tried out and more seem 
to come out of the woodwork every year around 
the country, she said. 

The league's popularity has grown ever 
since. Ten teams played a schedule of eight 
games the first season, then that grew to 21 and 
now 30 teams compete, said Masters. Next year 
the league will expand to 37 teams, she said. 

The teams play on high school or small col- 
lege football fields, she said. 

A five-game playoff tournament culminates 
in the league's championship game, dubbed the 
SupHer Bowl, which is played in Nashville dur- 
ing August. This year's game is scheduled for 
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Aug. 2, said Masters. Over 5,000 
people watched last year's game. 

Ed Smith, retired master 
sergeant, helped coach the D.C. 
Divas in Washington D.C. to a 76-0 
victory in the team's first playoff 
game against the Connecticut Crush. 

"The game was over before the 
first quarter ended," Smith said. 

Smith has helped guide the Divas 
from mere rookies that never tried 
on a set of football pads to full- 
fledged, full-hitting players. After 
finishing 3-4 and 5-3 during their 
first two seasons, the Divas went on 
to finish 7-1 this year to win the 
NWFA's Mid-Atlantic Division. 

Madden's (no relation to the foot- 
ball great and Monday Night 
Football commentator John 
Madden) team isn't the only NWFA 
team with an Army connection. 
Most teams contacted have players 
that are soldiers in the National 
Guard, Army Reserve or on active 
duty. 

But Madden's situation, though, 
is the most severe example of a 
NWEA team affected by the war on 
terrorism. 

Other teams have players that 
have been called up for duty, but 
have not needed to cancel their sea- 
son. The Ashville, N.C.-based Ashville Assault 
had two players called up. 

The Connecticut Crush has five players in 
the National Guard and Reserve that haven't 
been called up yet. But the team's offensive 
coordinator was called up, said Melanie 
Depamphilis, the Crush's owner. 

In Detroit, Mich., Staff Sgt. Dawn Adams 
balances life as an active Army recruiter and 
plays wide receiver and cornerback for the 
Detroit Demolition, said Anika McEvans, exec- 
utive director for the Demolition. 

Natallie Hall of the Evansville Express was 
going to play wide receiver before her unit was 
called up for duty here in the U.S. 

"She's a very gifted athlete and a wonderful 
receiver," said Ken Hall, owner of the Express. 
Balancing life, full-time jobs and football can 
be difficult, but it's not impossible, said Ken. 
"It's difficult to balance but they make a way, 
they're soldiers," said Madden. 

The players bring two important things with 
them: previous conditioning and leadership 





A WORLD CLASS ATHLETE: Spc. Takiyah "TK" Washington, 
defensive end for the D.C. Divas sacks the Connecticut Crush's 
Donna Bruce during the first quarter of the Divas-Crush playoff foot- 
ball game June 28 in Washington, D.C. The Divas beat the Crush 76- 
0 to advance to the second round of the National Women's Football 
Association playoffs. Spc. Bill Putnams. (U.S. Army Photo by Bill 
Putnam) 


abilities, said Madden. Her starting quarterback 
was promoted to first sergeant before the 
deployment. 

The Cavalry weren't left out on their own 
though, said Madden. 

"They were really pretty good about it," 
Madden said of the league's help. 
Because of the situation that Madden faced, the 
league scheduled the Evansville team to play 
their games for Junction City even though they 
weren't officially scheduled to play until the 
2004 season, said Hall. The games counted as 
exhibition games for Evansville and counted as 
regular games for the other teams. 

"The players in Evansville did their duty," 
Ken said. 


